The treatment of this disease has been very generally conducted on the same principles in all recorded cases?the puncturing of the abscess on the earliest possible occasion on which its existence was assured, and the symptoms to which it gave rise were urgent, being recognised as the orthodox method of procedure. In no recorded case to which I have had access has the probability of the occurrence of any communication between the abscess cavity and the great vessels of the neck been entertained.
The main interest of this case, in addition to the early age of the child, centres in this rare complication; and the question which suggests itself to every surgeon will naturally turn upon the possibility of distinguishing between a simple abscess and one that may be said to have been converted into a false aneurism by a large vessel having opened into its cavity. 
